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is bound to be the case. She was not of great intelligence,
nor was her beauty flawless. But she was a singularly
lovable creature. . . .' ' Were she as much in your good
graces as the Lady of Akashi, she would have nothing to
complain of . . / broke in Murasaki suddenly; for the
Akashi episode still rankled sore. The little princess,1 who
constantly visited Murasaki's rooms, was playing with her
toys not far away, and Murasaki seeing her look so innocent
and pretty, in her childlessness forgave Genji the infidelity
which had brought to her so charming a little playmate
and companion.

These things happened in the ninth month; but
Tamakatsura's actual arrival could not take place for some
while afterwards, for though her quarters had been chosen
she still lacked attendants. The first thing was to find
her some pretty pages and serving-girls. Even in Tsukushi
the old nurse had managed to procure some very passable
children to wait upon her; for it sometimes happened that
some one from the City, having fallen upon evil days, would
get stranded on the Island and be glad to place his boy or
girl in a respectable home. But in the sudden flight from
Tsukushi all these young people had been left behind.
Orders were given to market-women and trades-people
to keep their eyes open and report upon any suitable children
whom they came across; and in this way, as could scarcely
fail to happen in so vast a town, a fine batch of attendants
was quickly brought together. Nothing was said to them
about Tamakatsura's rank, and they were mustered in
Ukon's own house, whither Tamakatsura herself now re-
paired, that her wardrobe might be finally inspected, her
staff fitted out with proper costumes and instructed in their
duties. The move to Genji's Palace took place in the
tenth month. He had already visited the Lady from the

1 The Lady of Akashi's daughter*